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Dr. Kalpana Gopalan IAS is a composite public policy professional. Practitioner, policy-maker, scholar, author,
volunteer and mother, she wears many hats. She secured the 20th rank in the All India Combined Civil Service
Examination, 1987. Her 31-year work experience in the Indian Administrative Service spans land administration, urban
management, public distribution system, rural development, training and education. She is now the Additional Chief
Secretary, Youth Empowerment & Sports. Dr.Kalpana is recipient of the Mother Theresa Women Empowerment
Award 2019 for “outstanding contribution to excellence in leadership”. She was felicitated and awarded citations by
the Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences (2019), WeLEED-Empowering Women’s Growth (2019), Ramaiah
Institute of Technology (2019), Honorary Consul, Republic of Maldives (2015) and Institution of Engineers of India
(2013) for her “outstanding service to society”, “excellence in leadership” “outstanding contribution to women’s
education and empowerment” “outstanding leadership and contribution to youth empowerment and education” and
“contribution to society”. She stewarded the NLM-UNESCO 2000 award for Karnataka with her work in literacy and the
Karnataka Ratna award 2013 for Cauvery Handicrafts. She is Advisor to the Bangalore City Corporation and consultant
to the Administrative Training Institute, Mysore.

Kalpana combines a unique mix of academic and practical experience. She honed her research skills with a Doctorate
and Masters in public policy from 1IM Bangalore. She was rated among the "top two percent of doctoral candidates in
the past decade” for her research on infrastructure public private partnerships. A gold medallist and university topper
in her undergraduate and master’s, she was Visiting Fellow at McGill and Concordia Universities in Canada; EU fellow
in the University of Salerno in Italy; Chevening scholar, Institute of Development Studies, UK; and Maxwell Public
Policy scholar in Syracuse University, USA. She trained in Evidence for Policy Design in the Centre for International
Development, Harvard University, USA and in E-Governance strategy in the London School of Economics, UK. She was
twice selected as a SA-YSSP scholar by the University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa and the
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis. She presents papers in national and international fora and has
published three books and many journal articles. She is a sought after speaker and has delivered over 200 talks on
different aspects of public policy to national and global audiences.

Kalpana pursues her academic interests as Senior Research Fellow in the National Institute of Urban Affairs, New
Delhi; Visiting Faculty/Fellow in the Institute of Social & Economic Change, Bangalore; Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore; Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore; Acharya Bangalore B-School; and Kuvempu Rural University,
Shimoga. She is Member, Advisory Committee, Public Sector Advisory, Grant Thornton LLP; Member, Advisory Board,
AIMS School of Business, Bangalore; Member, Academic Council, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith , Varanasi,; and
Member, MDP Advisory Committee, Presidency University, Bangalore, India.

She volunteers as Advisor, Akshayapatra Foundation, Bangalore; Technical Advisor, Grassroots Research & Advocacy
Movement, Mysore, India; Advisor, Bangalore Women Forum; Member, Advisory Panel, Centre for Health &
Development, Mangalore; Speaker, HER Initiative, Maharashtra; Member of Advisory Board for World Congress on
Women 2019 and member, YWCA. A prolific writer, blogger and speaker, she has served as Secretary, Toastmasters
International (IIMB Orators).



